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a proposed railroad consolidation, the
Board encourages public participation
from federal, state, and local govern-
ment departments and agencies; af-
fected shippers, carriers, and rail labor;
and other interested parties.

[66 FR 32583, June 15, 2001]

§1180.2 Types of transactions.
Transactions proposed under 49

U.S.C. 11323 involving more than one
common carrier by railroad are of four
types: Major, significant, minor, and ex-
empt.

(a) A major transaction is a control or
merger involving two or more class I
railroads.

(b) A significant transaction is a
transaction not involving the control
or merger of two or more class I rail-
roads that is of regional or national
transportation significance as that
phrase is used in 49 U.S.C. 11325(a)(2)
and (c). A transaction not involving
the control or merger of two or more
class I railroads is not significant if a
determination can be made either:

(1) That the transaction clearly will
not have any anticompetitive effects,
or

(2) That any anticompetitive effects
of the transaction will clearly be out-
weighed by the transaction’s antici-
pated contribution to the public inter-
est in meeting significant transpor-
tation needs.

A transaction not involving the con-
trol or merger of two or more class I
railroads is significant if neither such
determination can clearly be made.

(c) A minor transaction is one which
involves more than one railroad and
which is not a major, significant, or ex-
empt transaction.

(d) A transaction is exempt if it is
within one of the seven categories de-
scribed below. The Board has found
that its prior review and approval of
these transactions is not necessary to
carry out the rail transportation policy
of 49 U.S.C. 10101; and is of limited
scope or unnecessary to protect ship-
pers from market abuse. See 49 U.S.C.
10502. A notice must be filed to use one
of these class exemptions. The proce-
dures are set out in §1180.4(g). These
class exemptions do not relieve a car-
rier of its statutory obligation to pro-
tect the interests of employees. See 49

U.S.C. 10502(g) and 11326. The enumera-
tion of the following categories of
transactions as exempt does not pre-
clude a carrier from seeking an exemp-
tion of specific transactions not falling
into these categories.

(1) Acquisition of a line of railroad
which would not constitute a major
market extension where the Board has
found that the public convenience and
necessity permit abandonment.

(2) Acquisition or continuance in con-
trol of a nonconnecting carrier or one
of its lines where (i) the railroads
would not connect with each other or
any railroads in their corporate family,
(ii) the acquisition or continuance in
control is not part of a series of antici-
pated transactions that would connect
the railroads with each other or any
railroad in their corporate family, and
(iii) the transaction does not involve a
class I carrier.

(3) Transactions within a corporate
family that do not result in adverse
changes in service levels, significant
operational changes, or a change in the
competitive balance with carriers out-
side the corporate family.

(4) Renewal of leases and any other
matters where the Board has pre-
viously authorized the transaction, and
only an extension in time is involved.

(5) Joint projects involving the relo-
cation of a line of railroad which does
not disrupt service to shippers.

(6) Reincorporation in a different
State.

(7) Acquisition of trackage rights and
renewal of trackage rights by a rail
carrier over lines owned or operated by
any other rail carrier or carriers that
are: (i) based on written agreements,
and (ii) not filed or sought in respon-
sive applications in rail consolidation
proceedings.

[47 FR 9844, Mar. 8, 1982. Redesignated at 47
FR 49592, Nov. 1, 1982, and amended at 50 FR
15751, Apr. 22, 1985; 51 FR 24669, July 8, 1986;
58 FR 63104, Nov. 30, 1993; 62 FR 9716, Mar. 4,
1997]

§1180.3 Definitions.
(a) Applicant. The term applicant

means the parties initiating a trans-
action, but does not include a wholly
owned direct or indirect subsidiary of
an applicant if that subsidiary is not a
rail carrier. Parties who are considered
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